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Welcome
Hello…
and welcome to the Spring/Summer Season, my first programme of work as Artistic Director of Salisbury Playhouse. I’m delighted to be joining the organisation at a time of such achievement and ambition and will be looking forward to building upon the many recent successes the Playhouse has enjoyed.

With the Olympics and the Diamond Jubilee just around the corner, 2012 promises to be a year of celebration. Here at the Playhouse, we’ll be joining in that celebratory spirit with a packed schedule of productions and events.

In the pages that follow, you’ll discover that Marilyn Monroe’s famous film, The Seven Year Itch, will be brought to life on the Playhouse stage and that I’ll be directing a major revival of Howard Brenton’s carnival of a play Epsom Downs, a timely look at a great British sporting occasion.

You’ll also see that over Easter we’re going to be hosting a thrilling season of work for all ages from the very best companies in the South West. Look out too for innovative productions in the Salberg Studio where we’ll be working collaboratively with two of the most interesting and original theatre companies around.

Finally, on behalf of the board, staff and audiences, we would like to say goodbye and thank you to Helen Birchenough who has left her position as Chairman of the Salisbury Playhouse board after nine years as a trustee. She headed up the Development Committee who were responsible for raising £1.5m for the new Rehearsal Room and Tesco Education & Community Space and has been Chairman of the Board for the past three years. Her energy and commitment to the Playhouse has been exceptional, and we wish her every success for the future. Looking forward, we are excited to be working with Tim Crarer who has taken over from Helen after joining the organisation in 2008.

There’s a feast of work to enjoy over the next few months and we look forward to welcoming you to the Playhouse very soon.
Gareth Machin

Artistic Director

Michelle Carwardine-Palmer

Executive Director

Playhouse Patrons

Alan Bennett

Melvyn Bragg

Stephanie Cole

Joanna David

Edward Fox

Howard Goodall

Prunella Scales

Sting

Trudie Styler

Timothy West
Romeo and Juliet 

by William Shakespeare
Tuesday 28 February – Saturday 3 March
A Headlong Theatre, Nottingham Playhouse and The Nuffield, Southampton Production in the Main House
“These violent delights have violent ends

And in their triumph die – like fire and powder

Which, as they kiss, consume”

Two households. Five days. A whirlwind romance.

In the heat of Verona’s streets, at the epicentre of a bitter feud, two young people will risk everything to be together.

This hot-blooded new production of the world’s greatest love story is an explosive collision of youth with age, sex with death and love with tragedy.

Headlong Theatre, “the country’s most exciting touring theatre company” (Daily Telegraph), returns to Salisbury with a contemporary, moving production of Shakespeare’s tragedy of star-crossed lovers. Headlong’s recent productions include A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Earthquakes in London, ENRON and, most recently, Decade, directed and conceived by Headlong’s Artistic Director Rupert Goold (RSC) with Headlong’s Associate Director, Robert Icke.
Director
Robert Icke
Set & Costume Designer
Helen Goddard
Lighting Designer
Johanna Town
Music & Sound
Tom Gibbons
[T] Talk Out: Post Show Discussion
Wednesday 29 February
[D] Theatre Day
Thursday 1 March, 11.30am
[A] Audio Description & Touch Tour
Thursday 1 March, 2.30pm & 8pm

DNA 
by Dennis Kelly
Monday 5 – Wednesday 7 February
A Hull Truck Production in the Main House
A group of teenagers do something bad, really bad, then panic and cover the whole thing up. But when they find that the cover-up unites them and brings harmony to their otherwise fractious lives, where’s the incentive to put things right?

First performed at the National Theatre, this compelling thriller is fast becoming a contemporary classic with young audiences, and has recently become a core set-text on the GCSE English syllabus. This brand new production is directed by the National Theatre’s Anthony Banks and features a cutting-edge design and soundtrack, and an exciting cast of young actors.

DNA is a thrilling introduction to live theatre for teenagers and their families.

The cast includes James Alexandrou (EastEnders).
“Dennis Kelly takes us into the enclosed world of adolescent cruelty, famously captured in William Golding’s Lord of the Flies, and shows us he absolutely understands the dynamics of group panic”

Michael Billington, The Guardian
Recommended age 12+
[T] Talk Out: Post Show Discussion

Monday 5 March

 [D] Theatre Day

Tuesday 6 March, 11.30am

Touch Tour
Wednesday 7 March
Chris Harris performs two one-man shows in the Salberg Studio

Tuesday 6 – Wednesday 7 March at 7.45pm
Kemp’s Jig

Kemp’s Jig tells the story of one man’s Morris Dance from London to Norwich. A true story worthy of the Guinness Book of Records. Will Kemp. a purveyor of “mad jests and merry jigs”, was a famous Elizabethan actor and a shareholder with Shakespeare in the Company of the Lord Chamberlain’s Men.
“A wonderfully sustained piece of clowning and storytelling” The Times
Thursday 8 – Saturday 10 March at 7.45pm

Beemaster

The quiet world of Brother Barnabus isn’t all sweetness and light. His altercations with his beloved bees and “Him up there” lead to some hilarious situations. Man may learn lessons from bees and while his curiosity about them continues there is hope for world sanity. The beemaster and master bee may hold some clues to life. Why does this small insect with a sting in his tail provide a link with civilisations and religions of the world? It is said that if every bee in the world were to be wiped out, life as we know it would screech to a halt in six years. To bee or not bee... you might say!
Michael Pennington brings his one-man show to the Main House 

Thursday 8 March at 8pm
Sweet William

Michael Pennington’s career as a leading Shakespearian actor has spanned more than 40 years. Having spent over 20,000 hours performing the work of Shakespeare with the RSC, National Theatre and his own English Shakespeare Company, in Sweet William he takes us on a journey through the life and work of our greatest playwright, illuminating the man and his plays.

“A magnificent classical actor in his prime… a brilliant one man show” The Guardian 

“You are mesmerised. The show is a gem” Sunday Times
The Seven Year Itch 

by George Axelrod 

Thursday 15 March – Saturday 7 April 

A Salisbury Playhouse Production in the Main House 

“In seven years I never did anything like this…

In another seven years I won’t be able to”

A sweltering New York summer in 1952 and publishing executive Richard Sherman roams his Manhattan apartment. While his wife of seven years spends the summer at the beach, Richard is left to work and sweat in the city.

An unexpected encounter with the young woman staying on the floor above, sets in motion a re-evaluation of married life. Fantasy and reality collide as Richard attempts to balance conscience and guilt with the need to scratch his seven year itch.
Mad Men meets Frasier in one of Broadway’s biggest romantic comedy hits that was also made into an iconic Hollywood movie starring Marilyn Monroe. Director Blanche McIntyre, making her Salisbury Playhouse debut, was the inaugural winner of the Leverhulme Directing Award run by the National Theatre and Finborough Theatre.
“A grand and goofy comedy… a lot of delightful nonsense” NY News
Director

Blanche McIntyre
Designer

James Cotterill
[D] Theatre Day
Thursday 22 March, 11.30am
[BT] Backstage Tour
Saturday 31 March, 11am
[T] Talk Out: Post Show Discussion
Tuesday 3 April
[B] BSL interpreted performance
Wednesday 4 April, 7.30pm
[A] Audio Description & Touch Tour
Thursday 5 April, 2.30pm & 8pm
Book for The Seven Year Itch and Epsom Downs at the same time and pay just £14 per ticket for best available seats (available Tuesday – Saturday evenings).

Kindly sponsored by Cravenplan Computers
Anne and Zef
By Ad De Bont, translated by Rina Vergano
Monday 26 March – Saturday 7 April
A Company of Angels and Salisbury Playhouse Co-Production in association with The Junction, in the Salberg Studio

“Are you Anne Frank? You’re different from how I imagined”

“Prettier or uglier?”

“Dunno. Just different. More old-fashioned”

An attic in Amsterdam, 1943. A house in modern-day Albania. Anne Frank and Zef Bunga both live in fear of being discovered. Anne is hiding from Nazi troops, Zef is trapped at home in a society where families avenge one death with another.

But they meet in a different world, and discover connections neither expects – a love of stories, battles with parents who have forgotten what it is to be young, and anger at inheriting a life you didn’t choose.

The Salberg Studio will be transformed into an aerial playground for the English language premiere of this acclaimed new play. In an energetic, visually striking and warmly funny production, two young people play, flirt and attempt to figure out a complex world with only each other as guides.

Company of Angels is one of the UK’s leading producers of theatre for and about young people. Anne and Zef won the prestigious Dutch-German Award for Theatre for Young Audiences in 2010. This production is the winner of the 2011 Young Angels Theatremakers Award.

Suitable for adults and young people aged 12+ 
Director

Ben Kidd

Designer

Miriam Nabarro

Lighting

Katharine Williams

[T] Talk Out: Post Show Discussion
Tuesday 27 March
[D] Theatre Day
Thursday 29 March, 11.30am
[BT] Backstage Tour
Saturday 31 March, 11am
Playback
Wednesday 28 March
Following the performance, students from Clarendon College, Trowbridge perform their own response to the play. 
Theatre Fest West
Over two weeks in April we are welcoming some of the best theatre companies from across the South West to the Playhouse.

Join us for an exciting celebration of theatre and workshops for all ages.

Splosh!

Tuesday 10 & Wednesday 11 April at 11am & 1pm in the Main House
Thursday 12 & Friday 13 April at 11am & 1pm in the Tesco Community Space
A Sixth Sense Theatre Production

Written & directed by Benedict Eccles
Designed by Sue Condie
It’s Mr Bath’s birthday, and you are invited to his party. Jack and Laura have got their friend a very special present to say thank you for keeping them looking and smelling clean all year round. But what could it be? Splish, Splash Splosh! You’ll have to wait and see.

Come and join Jack, Laura, Little Lost Duck, Syd the Sponge and the rest of the bath tub gang for the bubbliest birthday party ever! This enchanting production uses multi-sensory design, music and puppetry to help children and families explore communicative play at bath time.

Recommended age 2–5 years and their families

Running time: 35 minutes

Seating for Splosh! is unreserved. For performances in the Main House the seating will be on the stage.

Wolf Tales
Tuesday 10 April at 2.45pm & 7.45pm in the Salberg Studio

A Pickled Image Production 

Directed by Emma Williams
Performed by Richard Downey
Little Red Riding Hood is out on stage telling the world the same old story about Grandma and the Big Bad Wolf, blah, blah, blah…
Come backstage and meet Mr B.B. Wolf, renowned thespian and notorious villain, as he takes a break between scenes to set the record straight.

Pickled Image use puppetry, shadows and songs to create a spectacular and hilarious exposé of the truth behind classic fairy tales.

Suitable for all big kids over 5 who love a tasty tail. The evening performance may be slightly scarier… so are you afraid of the Big, Bad Wolf?
“[The Wolf] is a bit of a star, who does everything with a theatrical flourish” The Guardian
Riot
Wednesday 11 & Thursday 12 April at 7.45pm in the Salberg Studio

A Wardrobe Ensemble Production 

10 February 2005. At the stroke of midnight the British public punch, kick, strangle and eventually stab their way to £45 sofas and £35 bed frames at the opening of their favourite Swedish furniture store.
Riot is a true story set in a lamp-lit flat-pack universe bursting with violence, chaos and more characters than you can throw a meatball at. Hammered together with physical theatre and music, The Wardrobe Ensemble tear up the instructions and disregard the diagrams to construct a comedic tragedy of a thoroughly modern kind.
“Could not be funnier, smarter, more engaging and profound if it tried” EdFringeReview.com
The Enormous Turnip
Thursday 12 – Saturday 14 April at 2.30pm in the Main House

A Stuff and Nonsense Theatre Company Production 

In a tiny house the size of a shed, Mr and Mrs Chickweed live on their allotment surrounded by vegetables aplenty. But they can’t resist planting one more seed and as their turnip grows it threatens their house with disaster! Can anyone help pull up their Enormous Turnip?

The Playhouse’s Associate Company, Stuff and Nonsense, have been given extra fertiliser and move to the Main Stage with their unswerving energy, eccentric puppetry and live music in a re-potted version of the world-famous children’s story.

Since 2000 Stuff and Nonsense have been creating fun-filled, thought-provoking, mischievous, inventive and dynamic theatre productions for young children and their parents. Previous productions include 3 Little Pigs, Little Red Hen and Across the Deep Blue Sea.

Commissioned by Lighthouse, Poole’s Centre for the Arts, in association with Salisbury Playhouse and with support from The Merlin Theatre.

Recommended for seedlings aged 2+ and their families
May Day, May Day
Friday 13 & Saturday 14 April at 7.45pm in the Salberg Studio
May 1st. Padstow. Cornwall.

The death of winter, the birth of summer.

Aman falls head first off a wall.

Years later he tries to remember what happened next.

This is a true story.

Told by the man who fell.
With smoke and mirrors, music, slapstick and a guest appearance from the Obby Oss, this extraordinary theatrical adventure starts with an unforgettable celebration and turns into a day where everything changes.

After delighting audiences as Long John Silver in Bristol Old Vic’s Treasure Island and a recent critically acclaimed run on Broadway with Brief Encounter, internationally renowned performer and Kneehigh veteran Tristan Sturrock puts his neck on the line to tell his own story in this haunting new solo show. 
“poignant, funny and wittily inventive” Exeunt ****
Discombobulated

Wednesday 18 April at 7.45pm in the Salberg Studio
A Publick Transport Production

Stop and search experts Malcolm McClosky and Esperanza Vallejo present their take on all matters of security, born out of a lifetime of patrolling airports and being shouted at.

Using the mediums of dramatic reconstruction, interpretive dance, tragedy, rock’n’roll, magic and an incredible non-acrobatic number, they present a clown show so utterly stupid that it might just save your life.
“Laugh-out-loud funny” The Guardian
“Will have you in hysterics… pure genius… a brilliant bonkers show” Bristol Culture
Regional Youth Theatre Festival

Saturday 21 April

A brilliant day of workshops, performances and socialising for youth theatre groups – including a chance to perform at Salisbury Playhouse!

£25 per young person – youth theatre leader places are FREE. Bursaries and assisted places are available.

To book please contact youth@salisburyplayhouse.com.

Workshops
Our celebration of regional theatre also includes workshops from several companies, including Forest Forge on New Writing (Tuesday 10 April) and Big State Theatre running workshops on Devising Street Theatre (Thursday 12 – Saturday 14 April; recommended age 14–18). Why not get involved? Visit our website for further details.
The Crowstarver
from the book by Dick King-Smith
Tuesday 17 – Saturday 21 April
A Theatre Alibi Production, with Exeter Northcott Theatre and Oxford Playhouse in the Main House
One moonlit night on a Wiltshire farm, just before the outbreak of the Second World War, a baby is abandoned in a lambing pen. Adopted by the shepherd and his wife, the mystery of his birth is not the only thing that marks John Joseph out. He has a wonderful gift with animals of all kinds – foxes eat from his hand and he can gentle a bucking bronco in true horse whisperer style. When the boy gets a job as a crowstarver he even loves the crows he must scare away from the newly-sown corn. But life can be tough and danger is only ever a whisker away…
The Crowstarver combines an inspiring and heart-warming story with powerful performances, beguiling animal puppets and a stunning live score.

Theatre Alibi’s previous productions include Graham Greene’s The Ministry of Fear, Michael Frayn’s Spies and Michael Morpurgo’s Why the Whales Came, which transferred to the West End.
“One of Britain’s most inventive companies” The Guardian
“Truly faultless theatre – moving and highly original. Don’t miss it” What’s On Stage *****
[B] BSL interpreted performance
Wednesday 18 April, 7.30pm
[T] Talk Out: Post Show Discussion
Wednesday 18 April
[D] Theatre Day
Thursday 19 April, 11.30am
[A] Audio Description & Touch Tour
Thursday 19 April, 2.30pm & 7.30pm
All under 16s £8.50
Epsom Downs
by Howard Brenton
Wednesday 2 – Saturday 26 May

“Oh you gambling nation on the grass. Come to graze at Epsom Races. Dreaming things will look up. That gates of Paradise will open – on ‘flash of an horse’s hoof.”

1977. The Queen’s Silver Jubilee. It’s Derby Day and sporting fever is sweeping the nation. On Epsom Downs, horse trainers, policemen, families and socialites rub shoulders with hawkers, travellers, buskers and bookmakers.

With a panoply of colourful characters and epic staging, Epsom Downs celebrates the suspense, anguish, triumph and tragedy of a great British sporting occasion.
Epsom Downs will be the first production directed by the Playhouse’s new Artistic Director, Gareth Machin.

“Echoes Bartholomew Fair: a great public festival, held on common land and pulling in punters of every degree…” The Times

Director
Gareth Machin
Designer
Tom Rogers
Lighting
Peter Hunter
Sound
Alex Twiselton
[D] Theatre Day
Thursday 17 May, 11.30am
[T] Talk Out: Post Show Discussion
Tuesday 22 May
[B] BSL interpreted performance
Wednesday 23 May, 7.30pm
[A] Audio Description & Touch Tour
Thursday 24 May, 2.30pm & 8pm
[BT] Backstage Tour
Saturday 26 May, 11am
This production includes occasional strong language
Up Down Boy
by Sue Shields
Thursday 15 & Friday 16 September, 7.45pm

A Myrtle Theatre Company Production in association with Salisbury Playhouse in the Salberg Studio
“You’ve got to stop living on Planet Matty.

You’re going away. You’re going to have to live in the real world.”

Matty is off to college in an hour – and he’s left it to Mum to pack his suitcase. She won’t miss the slamming doors, the queue for the bathroom and the phone bills. But Matty is no ordinary teenager. Will his Mum cope without him? Will he cope with the challenges that lie ahead? And how will they fit the life-size model of Buffy the Vampire Slayer into the back of the car?

This honest and uplifting play was inspired by the extraordinary life story of a boy with Down’s syndrome, and his mother’s humorous and idiosyncratic perspective on bringing him up.

In this unique production the gifted and charismatic Nathan Bessell plays the central character Matty, drawing on his own life experiences.

“An emotional but never sentimental picture of an unusual but strangely familiar relationship. A truly entertaining and uplifting story” 9/10
Bristol Evening Post
Workshops available. Contact the Participation Department on 01722 320 117 for details.

Director
Heather Williams
Designer
Katie Sykes
Composer
John O’Hara
Lighting
Michael Straun
Choreographer
Michelle Gaskell
Animation
Evil Genius
[B] BSL interpreted performance
Wednesday 23 May, 7.45pm
[RP] Relaxed Performance
Thursday 24 May, 1.30pm 
[BT] Backstage Tour
Saturday 26 May, 11am
Playback

Wednesday 23 May
Following the performance, students from Clarendon College, Trowbridge perform their own response to the play.
Two Special Fundraising Evenings

An Evening With Kit and James
Kit Hesketh Harvey & James McConnel
Sunday 19 February at 6pm in the Main House
In aid of the House Development Fund
Kit Hesketh Harvey (best known for thirty years as the singer-songwriter of Kit and the Widow, Just A Minute veteran and co-star on the first-ever BBC Comedy Prom at the Albert Hall) has now teamed up with the composer and accordionist James McConnel (fellow Sondheim pupil and love-child of Hugh Grant and Prince Andrew).

In a completely new programme of his original cabaret and theatre songs, both hilarious and moving, they will explore contemporary events, local scandals and the extraordinary vagaries of the human heart.
“Laugh-out-loud funny” The Guardian
Tickets: £18 & £16 (no concessions)
Rêverie
Lucy Parham (piano) & Dominic West
Sunday 1 April at 6pm in the Main House
In aid of the House Development Fund
Following her previous sell-out performances of Beloved Clara, Odyssey of Love and Nocturne, award-winning pianist lucy Parham returns to Salisbury Playhouse for a fundraising event in aid of the House Development Fund.
Celebrating the 150th anniversary of Claude Debussy’s birth, Rêverie combines composers’ words and music in a biographical programme that is punctuated by solo piano works ranging from the ever-popular Clair de Lune, Rêverie and The Girl with the Flaxen Hair, to such virtuosic showpieces as Jardins sous la pluie, the Études and L’isle joyeuse.

Lucy will be joined by special guest actor Dominic West, who has appeared on television in The Wire and The Hour, and recently starred in Butley in the West End.
Tickets: £17 & £15 (no concessions)

The Owl and the Pussycat Went to See…
By Sheila Ruskin and David Wood, based on the verses and stories of Edward Lear
Monday 27 February – Saturday 3 March
A Stage ’65 Youth Theatre Production in the Salberg Studio
“The Owl and the Pussycat went to sea

In a beautiful pea green boat.

They took some honey, and plenty of money

Wrapped up in a five pound note.”

When the Owl and the Pussycat set sail to get married, little do they think it will be such an exciting adventure. Journeying in the land where the Bong-trees grow, they meet a host of colourful characters, including the Dong with a Luminous Nose, Quangle Wangle and the notorious Jumblies. Will their new-found friends be able to save them from the dastardly Plum Pudding Flea and will they ever manage to get married?

Following the success of Stage ’65’s children’s classics Around the World in 80 Days and Peter Pan, join our celebrated Youth Theatre on a whimsical journey through the imagination of Edward Lear.
“Delightful. The true spirit of Edward Lear” The Times
Director
Victoria Briggs
Designer
Hayley Spicer
Sound
Dave Marsh
Lighting
Sarah Bath
[T] Talk Out: Post Show Discussion
Wednesday 29 February
[RP] Relaxed Performance Saturday 3 March, 11am

Tickets: £7 (no concessions)

Theatre for Young People
in the Salberg Studio
The Phoenix and the Carpet
by Edith Nesbit, adapted by Russ Tunney
Saturday 11 February at 2pm

A Forest Forge and The Nuffield Theatre Southampton Production

The story begins when five children and their baby brother are playing in the nursery and accidently set fire to their carpet. A new one is bought and when it is unrolled a golden egg falls into the fireplace and is hatched into a beautiful, if rather arrogant, phoenix.

The children soon discover that the phoenix and the carpet are magic and can fly them across the world for a number of adventures and sticky situations! Join a family of children on a magical adventure!
Age: 5+ years
Running Time: 120 mins
Tickets: £8
Great Gran’s Great Games
by Mike Kenny
Friday 17 February at 11am
A Pied Piper Theatre Company Production
Frankly, Ollie can’t see the point of his Great Gran; and now it’s even worse. She fell and hurt her hip and had to come and stay. Ollie has had to give up his room. And what can she do? She can’t run, jump, skate, anything. She can hardly stand. However she can do something he can’t. She can swim. In fact, she can do it rather well. There was a time she did it at the Olympic Games in London. No! Not those Olympic Games. The other ones, in 1948.

This is a new play from award-winning children’s writer Mike Kenny, whose adaptation of The Railway Children has recently been delighting audiences worldwide.

Age: 4+ years
Running Time: 50 mins
Tickets: £7
The Hare and the Tortoise
Friday 16 March at 10.30am & 1.30pm & Saturday 17 March at 11am & 2pm
A Stuff and Nonsense Theatre Company Production
It’s the race of the decade! Slow, steady tortoise versus speedy, greedy hare. They’re fit, they’re keen, they’re completely mismatched. Surely it’s all over before it’s begun?

Following their sell-out shows The Elves and the Shoemaker, Little Red Hen and 3 Little Pigs, with the Playhouse’s Associate Company return with their up-to-date, Olympic-sized re-write of this world famous fable. There are stunning puppets, music and surprises aplenty. Who will win and who will you cheer for?

Age: 3+ years
Running Time: 50 mins
Tickets: £8
The Elves and the Shoemaker
Friday 11 May at 1.30pm & Saturday 17 March at 11am & 2pm
A Theatre of Widdershins Production

Shoooooes! Ah, new shoes… delightful on the feet. Soft, dancing shoes… swarthy pirate shoes… silver buckler and silken souls. No one makes shoes like an elf.

This familiar and well-loved tale – made popular by the Ladybird Classic – has been re-heeled by Theatre of Widdershins in their own inimitable style. Beautifully crafted set and puppets, sublime music, a kaleidoscope of miniature shoes and a comic mouse make this show a magical must-see.

Age: 3+ years

Running Time: 55 mins
Tickets: £8
Plays in a Day 

Saturday 28 April & Saturday 5 May 

Do you want to make a play with us? Spend a whole day working with directors and technicians, and using costumes, props and lighting to create your own special show. 

28 April

Magic Island (ages 5-7)

5 May

Jungle Adventure (ages 7-10)
Please bring a packed lunch and comfortable clothing.

Age: see above
Running Time: 10am – 5pm
Tickets: £20
Birthday Parties

Combine a theatre visit with a birthday party in the Playhouse’s Community Room – with food, drama games and a backstage tour.

Choose from:

· Performance and after-show party
· Party and games with Drama Leader
· Performance and backstage

For further details visit www.salisburyplayhouse.com/parties or contact Participation on 01722 320 117 or participation2@salisburyplayhouse.com.
Ageas Salisbury International Arts Festival
Friday 25 May – Saturday 9 June

Highlight Events (full Festival programme will be on sale to the general public from 13 March)

Le Concert de Feu

Friday 25 May at 9.15pm

Venue TBC
Free Opening Night

World-renowned French company Les Commandos Percu will bring the magic of music and flames to Salisbury.

Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre – Henry V

Tuesday 29 May to Saturday 2 June at 8pm

Matinees on Thursday 31 May and Saturday 2 June at 3pm

Salisbury Playhouse
Evenings: £25, £22, £18, U16s £10 and schools £10

Matinées: £19.50, £14.50, £10.50, U16s and schools £10

Shakespeare’s Globe presents Henry V, Shakespeare’s masterpiece about the turbulence of war and the art of peace.
The Walk from the Garden – World Premiere
Wednesday 30 & Thursday 31 May at 8.30pm

Salisbury Cathedral

£22.50, £16.50, £10.50

Jonathan Dove has composed a new piece for the Festival exploring Adam and Eve’s journey through the Garden of Eden.

The Orchestra of the Age of Enlightenment

Thursday 31 May at 7.30pm

City Hall

£26.50, £18.50, £10.50

The OAE will perform music by Mozart and Johann Adam Hillier in a memorable concert.

XL – In 40 Parts – Ex Cathedra

Saturday 2 June at 7.30pm

Salisbury Cathedral

£40, £30, £22.50, £18.50, £12

In celebration of the Festival’s 40th year, this concert will combine choral music by Tallis and Alec Roth.

Gandini Juggling – Smashed

Saturday 2 June at 7.30pm

City Hall

£17.50, £14.50, £10.50, under 16s £10

Smashed combines nine performers, eighty apples and crockery galore.

Benjamin Taubkin and Morena Nascimento

Birth – European Premiere

Wednesday 6 June at 7.30pm

Salisbury Playhouse
£18, £16

An unforgettable dialogue between dance, music, piano and bodies.

Party in the Close

Saturday 9 June, gates open at 7pm

Cathedral Close
£17.50, under 16s £10.50, under 5s free, Family ticket £48 (max. 2 adults)

Book by 23 April for early bird discount - £15.50, under 16s £8.50, under 5s free, Family ticket £45.

On the door - £19, under 16s £12, under 5s free, Family ticket £50.
Live music, entertainment and fireworks for all the family.
Food & Drink

Playhouse Restaurant

Our stylish Restaurant is the perfect place to enjoy a pre-show dinner in relaxing surroundings. It is open from 5pm on performance days (5.30pm Thu–Sat). See our website for the latest menus and call the Box Office on 01722 320 333 to book your table. In addition to regular dining, there are special Restaurant offers this season…
Meal Deal
Available during The Seven Year Itch, The Crowstarver, Kemp’s Jig, Beemaster and Anne and Zef. Enjoy a special two-course dinner for just £16.50 per person (excluding drinks).
The Meal Deal must be booked at the same time as your theatre tickets, and is subject to availability.

Join the racegoers at Epsom Downs
If you’re coming to see Epsom Downs, add to your enjoyment with one of our great Hospitality Packages, and believe you’re actually at the races!
The Final Furlong: includes best available ticket to Epsom Downs, programme, entry badge, 3-course meal, coffee & mints and a race card to place your bet on a televised race during the interval.
£45 per person (available Tue–Sat evenings)

The Winner’s Package: includes all the benefits of The Final Furlong plus a champagne reception on arrival and cheeseboard & port during the interval.
£59 per person (available Tue–Sat evenings)
These packages are limited, so call the Box Office on 01722 320 333 to book yours.

Friends Pre-show Dinners
If you are a Friend of the Playhouse why not join the company of others at these special evenings? They are denoted by FD on the Diary pages.

Foyer Café-Bar

The Foyer Café-Bar is open Monday to Saturday 9.30am–5pm, and is the ideal relaxing space to enjoy a drink, with the opportunity to sample one of the wide range of tasty cakes and snacks available. A hot lunch menu is also available between 11.30am and 2pm, and a special Matinee Menu is available on show days. See our website for the latest menus. 
Enhance Your Visit

Theatre Days 
A fascinating insight into the processes involved in staging a Playhouse production. This includes directors discussing their concept, Stage Management explaining rehearsals and cast members revealing the challenges of their roles. Theatre Days usually take place on a Thursday morning at 11.30am and last 90 minutes. They are denoted by a [D] on the diary pages. 


£8 per person from Box Office

Talk Out: Post Show Discussions 
An opportunity to question the cast and creative teams of productions. These events take place immediately following an evening performance (usually a Tuesday) and last about 30 minutes. They are denoted by a [T] on the Diary pages. 

Free to ticket holders

Backstage Tours 
A chance to come backstage at “this stylish regional Playhouse” (The Guardian) and discover how productions are brought to the stage. Visit the scenery workshop and wardrobe, hear about the theatre’s fascinating history and set foot on the stage. Tours are suitable for all ages and are denoted by a [BT] on the Diary pages. Dates for this season are:
Saturday 4 February, 11am
Saturday 31 March, 11am

Saturday 14 April, 11am

Saturday 26 May, 11am
£8 per person in advance from the Box Office

Tours may be arranged at other times by prior arrangement with the Participation Department on 01722 320 117 or email participation2@salisburyplayhouse.com.

Participate with Salisbury Playhouse

Salisbury Playhouse is bursting with theatrical talent and we love to share it with you. We offer many scheduled or bespoke activities to make theatre and to extend your knowledge of how theatre is made. 

In 2010 more than 14,000 people engaged with the Playhouse through Participation. 

Amateur Forum
An amateur theatre network sharing skills, resources, support, development and access to Playhouse professionals. 

Arts Award Welcome and Advisor Training

Arts Award develops young people aged 11-25 as artists. Salisbury Playhouse delivers Bronze, Silver and Gold levels as well as supporting those achieving this national qualification in schools or other venues.

For special Arts Award discounts and offers visit www.salisburyplayhouse.com
South West Adviser Conference

Wednesday 8 February

Bronze/Silver Adviser Training

Tuesday 6 March, 10am-5pm

Gold Adviser Training

Tuesday 13 March, 1-5pm
Creative Communities 

An exciting and inclusive series of adult (16+) theatre workshops

Saturday 11 February

Coward and Comedy
Saturday 3 March

Classical Acting
Saturday 31 March

Lighting and Stage Management
Saturday 26 May


Directing and Performing
Places are £20. To book contact Box Office.
Drama Days

One or two-day workshops for young people 7-15+ full of drama games and performance skills. 

Monday 13 February (ages 15+)

Tuesday 14 and Wednesday 15 February (ages 7–10)

Thursday 16 and Friday 17 February (ages 11–15)

Saturday 24 March (ages 7–10)

Tuesday 3 April (ages 11–15)

Wednesday 4 April (ages 7–10)
Workshops run from 10am – 3pm and cost £15 (one day) or £25 (two days). To book contact Box Office.

Family Fun

Explore theatre with a mini-backstage tour and an easy and entertaining drama workshop. Nothing to be scared of! (suitable for ages 5+). Tickets £5 from the Box Office.
Saturday 18 February 10am–12pm
Thursday 5 April 10am–12pm
Open Storytellers

Taking place on most Wednesdays, this is a group for adults with learning and communication difficulties, exploring traditional stories and classic literature through multisensory storytelling. For details visit www.openstorytellers.org.uk or call 01373 471 171.
Mind the Gap

Taking place on most Fridays, an inclusive, active and social group for those over 50, exploring performance through drama, movement and reminiscence. The group enjoys cultural visits and projects with younger people, and has links with The Alzheimer’s Society.

Offstage Choices: National Skills Academy

Active and entertaining careers information and workshops. Whole day and half days available. Wednesday 21 March for Key Stages 3 and 4. Tuesday 26 June for those considering higher education or apprenticeships.

SEEME Wiltshire

A joint initiative collecting, preserving and dramatizing the hidden cultural diversity of the county. Get involved through volunteering, workshops and other activities.

SummerStage – August 2012

A holiday project for young artists and technicians to showcase skills in theatre, film and movement in performances at Salisbury Arts Centre.
Talks and Q&As

Playhouse staff, archivists and visiting actors will talk to community or education groups about any area of Salisbury Playhouse activity, careers, history or productions. Prices start at £40 per hour.
Teacher in Residence

Advice and support is available from Alison Warren, a Head of Drama and Advanced Skills Teacher. Alison works alongside Primary and Secondary schools on any aspect of Drama or creative curriculum delivery. Contact teacher@salisburyplayhouse.com or via Clarendon College 01225 562686.

Work Placements and Careers

We hold a platinum Award for our extensive scheme for placements aged from 14 to adult. Applications are also welcome on behalf of vulnerable young people or those with special needs. Application packs are available from www.salisburyplayhouse.com.

Writers Workshops
Emerging Writers Monthly, Saturdays 2–4pm

She Writes Wednesdays 11 and 25 January 10am–12pm. FREE. Workshops for female writers in professional and amateur theatre.

Twilight teachers Wednesdays 1 February and 21 March 4.30–6.30pm. For teachers of any discipline to find, explore and develop playwriting skills. Cost £25.
To get involved or for more information, contact the Participation Co-ordinator on 01722 320 117 or participation2@salisburyplayhouse.com 

Stage ’65 Youth Theatre 
Since 1965 young people aged 8-25 have been developing performance and production skills through weekly workshops, performances, productions and technical training. Associate Membership is open to all aged 8-25 and includes discounts for Backstage Tours, Plays in a Day, Drama Days, adult theatre workshops and most Playhouse Productions, as well as opportunities to audition for children’s roles in Playhouse Productions, 20% discount on selected refreshments, special Associate Members Acting Workshop and Show Trip Packages (see Diary) and an opportunity to join the Stage’65 Council.

You can join as an Associate Member straight away by visiting the Box Office with your guardian. Membership costs just £15 per year (assisted places are available and we accept Freetime vouchers).
National Association of Youth Theatres Associate Venue

The Playhouse is proud to be the South West Associate Venue of the National Association of Youth Theatres, acting as a hub for youth theatres in the region. As well as our annual festival, we host special events for leaders and offer support for all youth theatres in the region.
Regional Youth Theatre Festival

Saturday 21 April
Our second RYTF will be a brilliant day for all youth theatre groups and their leaders. Workshops, performances, drama games, tours, socialising – plus the chance to perform at the Playhouse!

£25 per young person; leaders FREE. For details and to book contact youth@salisburyplayhouse.com.
Become a Friend of Salisbury Playhouse

Salisbury Playhouse is a registered charity and one of the country’s leading producing theatres. Support our work both on and offstage today by joining our Friends scheme.

Prices start from just £30 and enjoy a wide range of benefits, including: 
Buy One Get One Free ticket offers*

Complimentary programmes*

Priority booking
No charge for ticket re-sale
Twice yearly Stage Whispers newsletter

Drinks with the cast on Opening Night

Join today at the Box Office or visit www.salisburyplayhouse.com/friends.
For further information, please contact Kate Mills, Development Manager on 01722 320 117 or email kate.mills@salisburyplayhouse.com
*Conditions apply

Stuck for an idea for a present? Give the gift of Friendship with a Friends Membership Gift Voucher. Ask at Box Office for further details.
Thank you
Salisbury Playhouse would like to thank the following for their support:

Funders

Arts Council England

Wiltshire Council

Major Supporters

BBC Performing Arts Fund

Lady Benson OBE JP DL

Frank and Elizabeth Brenan

CHK Charities Limited

The Noël Coward Foundation

Salisbury Journal
Corporate Patrons

Barclays Wealth

HPI

IN Newman Funeral Directors

Myddelton & Major

Parker Bullen Solicitors
RK Harrison Insurance Services
Salisbury & District Chamber of Commerce & Industry

Sytec

Tesco

Whitehead Vizard Solicitors
Wilsons Solicitors
Wiltshire Life Magazine
Corporate Associates
Adrian Goodall Associates

Fawcetts Chartered Accountants

Fletcher & Partners

Hudson Green & Associates

Hugh Davies Chartered Accountants

Jolly Property Services

Jordans Estate and Letting Agents
Leehurst Swan School
Peartree Serviced Apartments

Smith & Williamson

SMS Digital Office Solutions

Trethowans Solicitors
Make the Playhouse Your Business

Businesses of all sizes are benefiting from a relationship with Salisbury Playhouse. A partnership with the theatre can generate increased brand awareness and create new PR opportunities, as well as potential for staff training and entertainment packages.

Opportunities include:

Corporate Membership

An annual membership scheme offering great marketing, entertaining and staff benefits

Sponsorship

Align your company to a show, project or specific area of our work. Tailor-made packages ensure maximum Return On Investment

Creative Management Training

Arts-based training for your team can develop a wide range of skills such as confidence and negotiation, as well as being a team building exercise 

Corporate events

The theatre’s numerous spaces offer a uniquely creative backdrop for events and seminars

Hospitality

Entertain your clients or reward your staff with a night out at one of the country’s leading producing theatres

Business networking

The Salisbury group of 4networking meets fortnightly at the Playhouse on Thursdays for breakfast, 8am–10am. (www.4networking.biz).
For further information contact Kirstie Mathieson, Development Director on 01722 320 117 or email kirstie.mathieson@salisburyplayhouse.com
There’s no business like

Show Business!

Salisbury Playhouse would like to thank the following companies for entering our Show Business sponsorship scheme

Winner – Cravenplan Computers

Cravenplan Computers are online marketing and web site design specialists based near Salisbury. Cravenplan offer services tailor-made to the needs of their clients and can see you through from the initial design of your website to ensuring its high visibility in the search engines. All of their work is designed to generate you more business and with more than twenty five years’ experience, they know what works. Visit www.cravenplan.co.uk for details. 
Other entrants

Aspray

Autocrash

Batt Broadbent Solicitors
Boteler Contemporary Arts

Crazy Costume

CW Fellowes

The Design Unit

Dinghams

Emery-Little

Halyard

Hudson Green & Associates

Magic Carpets

Moore Stephens

Neal’s Yard Remedies (franchisees Tom Mettyear & Mark Sparrow)
Bob & Rita Pope Design & Construction

Raring 2 Go!

Regional Comms

Signs in Motion

SMS Digital Office Solutions

Spire FM

Spire Printing

Stagecraft Technical Services

Tall Hats Catering

Trinity Photography
Salisbury Value Cars

Wyatt & Son Roofing

For further information about Show Business or other sponsorship opportunities at Salisbury Playhouse, please contact Kirstie Mathieson, Development Director on 01722 320 117 or email Kirstie.Mathieson@salisburyplayhouse.com
Welcoming To All

We are committed to being accessible and welcoming to as wide an audience as possible. To discuss your requirements, please contact the Box Office on 01722 320 333 or email boxoff@salisburyplayhouse.com.

Deaf and hard of hearing
The Playhouse is fitted with an infra-red hearing system. We offer British Sign language interpreted performances throughout the season, indicated by the symbol B in the Performance Diary. Headsets are also available to offer amplified stage sound for use with or without hearing aids. These should be pre-booked with the Box Office.
Blind and partially sighted
Audio Described performances offer a live commentary via a discreet headset for audiences with visual impairments. These are indicated by the symbol A in the Performance Diary. Large print season brochures and audio programmes – containing detailed descriptions, background articles and a guide to the Playhouse building – are available on request. Audio Description headsets should be pre-booked with the Box Office.
Touch Tours on stage
Most Audio-Described performances are complemented by a Touch Tour. These offer blind and partially-sighted audiences the opportunity to gain an impression of the stage setting, costumes and props by actually walking around the stage and meeting cast members before a performance begins. For further details contact the Box Office.
Wheelchair users
The public areas, bars and restaurant of the Playhouse are accessible to wheelchair users. Please notify Box Office if you require assistance.
Relaxed Performances
Designed for audiences with learning disabilities, Relaxed Performances include extra dedicated staff to assist with seating and access, extra lighting during the performances, a more relaxed attitude to noise and extra wheelchair spaces. 
Companions
For audience members who are unable to attend a performance unless accompanied, upon purchase of a ticket, an additional seat is available free of charge for a companion.
Ticket Prices

Main House
Design For Living, Romeo and Juliet, DNA, The Seven Year Itch, The Crowstarver and Epsom Downs
Previews – all seats £12 (no other discounts)
Monday 



£14

£14

£14

Tuesday 



£19 

£17 

£15

Wednesday 


£19 

£17 

£15

Thursday matinee 

£14 

£14 

£14

Thursday evening 

£19

£17 

£15

Friday 



£21 

£19

£16

Saturday matinee

£14 

£14 

£14

Saturday evening 

£21 

£19 

£16

Sweet William All seats £15
Reverie £17 and £15

An Evening with Kit and James £18 and £16

Splosh! and The Enormous Turnip all seats £8
Salberg Studio

All seatss £12 (under 25s £7) except…

Theatre for Young People all seats £8

The Owl and the Pussycat all seats £7
Seating in the Salberg Studio is unreserved. Due to the configuration it is not always possible to admit latecomers. If you have access requirements, please let the Box Office know when booking.
You can now select your own seats online, without paying a booking fee – visit www.salisburyplayhouse.com
Discounts and Concessions
Main House Supersaver – save up to £14

Book for The Seven Year Itch and Epsom Downs at the same time and pay just £14 per ticket for best available seats.
Available Tuesday to Saturday evenings.

Salberg Studio Supersaver

Book for Anne & Zef and Up Down Boy at the same time and pay just £10 per ticket.

Available at all performances.

Friends of Salisbury Playhouse

Become a Friend of Salisbury Playhouse and purchase two full-price tickets for the price of one at selected performances in the Main House and Salberg Studio. Denoted by an [F] on the Diary pages.
Over 60s

£2 off full-price tickets.  Available Tuesday – Saturday evenings

Under 25s, NUS cardholders, disabled, Jobseekers Allowance, income support, Wiltshire Passport, Equity members

£10 Main House. Proof of status required

Under 16s
The Crowstarver £8.50 (all performances)
School groups & youth organisations

£8.50 Main House
Groups

Groups of 12+
£3 off Main House full price

Groups of 40+ 
£4 off Main House full price

Available Tuesday – Saturday evenings

Arts Award

For details of special discounts see our website
Free Time vouchers

These may be exchanged for theatre tickets, backstage tours, Plays in a Day or Stage ’65 membership.

Act One Theatre Group

Bringing together individuals to share their enjoyment of theatre.

The Seven Year Itch
Tuesday 27 March, 7.30pm

Epsom Downs

Wednesday 16 May, 7.30pm

Exchange and resale of tickets

Up to 24 hours before a performance, tickets may be exchanged for an alternative performance of the same production, upon return of the original tickets. We regret that refunds are not available, however tickets may be offered for resale once all other tickets have been sold. (£1 fee per ticket; free to Friends).

The small print
Only one discount or concession per ticket.
Discounts are limited and may be withdrawn at any time.
Diary
Key

P
Preview

F
Friends Discount Night

FD
Friends Pre-Show Dinner

D
Theatre Day

T
Talk Out: Post show discussion

B
BSL interpreted performance

A
Audio Description & Touch Tour

BT
Backstage Tour
RP
Relaxed Performance

AM
Stage ’65 Associate Member Event
Where to Stay

If you live too far from Salisbury to travel home after the performance, make the most of your visit by staying in one of these hotels. All are all within walking distance of the Playhouse.

St Anns House

32–34 St Ann Street, Salisbury, SP1 2DP

01722 335 657 
www.stannshouse.co.uk

Hotel-style accommodation with bed and breakfast convenience in quiet and peaceful location.
Quote SP2 on booking to receive preferential room rate.
The Legacy Rose & Crown Hotel

Harnham Road, Salisbury, SP2 8JQ

0844 411 9046 
www.legacy-hotels.co.uk
An original 18th-century coaching inn, with riverside views of the cathedral. Quote SP2 on booking to receive the best available room rate.
The Mercure Salisbury White Hart

1 St John Street, Salisbury, SP1 2SD

01722 327476 
www.mercure.com

An elegant 4-star Georgian hotel located in the heart of Salisbury.
Quote SP2 on booking to receive the best available room rate.
How to Find Us
By Car
When approaching the city centre, follow signs to the large Central Car Park, immediately behind the Playhouse, where parking is FREE after 6pm. Please note that there is only parking for disabled drivers in front of the theatre in Malthouse Lane.

By Train
Salisbury mainline station is less than 10 minutes’ walk from the Playhouse. Journey time from London Waterloo is approximately 90 minutes. For further information visit www.nationalrail.co.uk.
Keep in Touch
Sign up at www.salisburyplayhouse.com to receive our monthly e-Updates with all the latest Playhouse news and special offers.

Join the Conversation

Facebook:
Salisbury Playhouse - Official

Twitter:
@salisburyplay
Stage ’65 are now also on Facebook and Twitter

Facebook: Stage ’65 – Official

Twitter: @Stage65Youth
Gareth Machin



Artistic Director
Michelle Carwardine-Palmer
Executive Director

Salisbury Playhouse

Malthouse Lane

Salisbury

WItlshire SP2 7RA

Box Office

01722 320 333

Administration
01722 320 117

Email 

info@salisburyplayhouse.com
Website 

www.salisburyplayhouse.com
Salisbury Playhouse gratefully receives funding from:

The Arts Council England

Wiltshire County Council

Salisbury Playhouse is proud to work with:

NAYT

Arts Award

National Skills Academy
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